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® Deduction: Generalizing from the whole to a single representative of the whole
EXAMPLE: Everyone in this room is interested in family history.

I am in this room, therefore | am interested in family history.

® [nduction: Generalizing from a single entity to the group the entity belongs to
EXAMPLE: | am interested in family history and volunteer at the Family History Center.
All people who are interested in family history also volunteer at Family History Centers.

Obviously, this last statement is a fallacy (the fallacy of Hasty Generalization). When we identify
the errors in reasoning, we have a chance of correcting research before it gets posted on the web
or published, passed on to family, or otherwise disseminated.

Avoid Fallacies
Fallacies are errors in reasoning, often used to convince people of particular claims. Sometimes
people use fallacies, knowing that the reasoning is flawed but hoping that the public will not be aware
of the weakness in the argument. Sometimes people use fallacies without being aware that the
argument (or family story) is fallacious.

Some common deductive fallacies found in genealogical research

® False Authority

® Argument from Ignorance .

e Unknowable Fact Genealogy problems can be conslder'ed
® Traditional Wisdom arguments: We are either arguing for
® Positioning : : :

e Ad Hominem or against gcce;?flng data as applicable
® Dismissal to our Family History.

[ ]

Begging the Question

Some common inductive fallacies found in genealogical research

Either/Or

Hasty Conclusion/Generalization
False Cause

Oversimplification



In spite of the problems with inductive reasoning, it is not, by itself, fallacious. We
use inductive reasoning, applying it to many documents or pieces of evidence, about
the same “fact” to make a “Reasonably Exhaustive Search” and fulfill a major
requirement of the Genealogical Proof Standard. If four or five pieces of inductive
evidence lead to a particular conclusion, there is a greater probability of that
conclusion being accurate (however, each piece of evidence must be carefully
scrutinized for validity).

Family Historians need to be
e Critical Thinkers

e Analysts
e Investigators
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